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Ontario Federation of Home and School Associations 
2025 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

Sunday May 4th – 10 a.m. - Hybrid Meeting  

 
 

 
Quorum was present with 7 members in-person and 11 members online. 
Bylaw - Article XVI, 2:  The quorum for the Annual Meeting shall be based on the total 
potential vote, and 5% (five percent) of this potential vote shall constitute the quorum. 

Total potential vote based on paid members in Associations in good standing at Dec 
31st (1927 members for 2024); potential votes being 129. Therefore 5% = 7 voting delegates 
to meet quorum.   

 
Prior to the call to order, meeting norms were reviewed. 
  

1. Welcome and call to order: 
 

This meeting was called to order.  10:08 a.m. 
 
We would like to begin our meeting by acknowledging the "traditional territories" of the 
aboriginal nations in which the Associations operate. 
  
Chair of the Meeting – A. Billedeau, President welcomed all delegates to the 2025 
OFHSA Annual Meeting. 
 
 
Members please add your First Name and Association, in the chat 
 
 

2. Appointment of duties for the Annual Meeting: 
 

President, A. Billedeau:  Chair  
 
Executive Director, Angela Murchie:  Meeting host and on-screen presentation  
 
* Meeting Norms provided during the meeting and approved. 
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3. Adoption of the agenda for the 2025 OFHSA Annual Meeting: 
 

 
MAY25-AM-01 THAT THE AGENDA FOR THE 2025 ANNUAL MEETING BE   

ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED. 
 
  MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
   K. Fazio, from Runnymede HSA 

CARRIED 
  

 
4. Adoption of the business procedures for the 2025 Annual Meeting: 

 
 
MAY25-AM-02 THAT THE BUSINESS PROCEDURES FOR THE 2025 ANNUAL 

MEETING BE ADOPTED. 
 
  MMS K. Laur, from John P Robarts HAS 
   B. Pfeffer, from Kettle Creek HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 

5. 2024 Minutes 
 

5.1  Adoption of the minutes of the 2024 OFHSA Annual Meeting: 
 
MAY25-AM-03 THAT THE MINUTES OF THE 2024 OFHSA ANNUAL MEETING 

BE ADOPTED. 
 
              MMS    L. Coombs-Jackman, from Arthur Ford HSA 
      B. Pfeffer, from Kettle Creek HSA 

CARRIED 
 

5.2  Adoption of the minutes of the 2024 OFHSA Emergency Meeting: 
 
MAY25-AM-04 THAT THE MINUTES OF THE 2024 OFHSA EMERGENCY 

MEETING BE ADOPTED. 
 
              MMS    K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 
      B. Pfeffer, from Kettle Creek HSA 

CARRIED 
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6 OFHSA Report to Members Report:  
 

 
Several New Associations! 
Caradoc North, Dundas Junior, Peninsula Shores, Whitney, Plattsville & 
District, Éva Circé-Côté, Northport, Whitney, Thousand Island 
  
Zeffy!! A Game changer for Associations!!  
Zeffy is a fundraising platform that can be used for creating fundraising 
campaigns, accepting donations, selling tickets to events, and more. It is 
100% free to use; there are no transaction or processing fees so the nonprofit 
keeps 100% of the funds raised or donated. 
 
OFHSA will also be moving the Charitable donations to the Zeffy platform. 
It will make the process simpler for Associations and a quicker turnaround for 
the Office. 
 
Make sure your association has started using your @ofhsa Workspace 
accounts. OFHSA will be using only @ofhsa emails to send out 
communications starting in September. If you need help accessing your 
account, let us know. 
 
 

7.         CHSF Report 
  

The Canadian Home and School Federation (CHSF) is a organization that 
promotes the involvement of parents at every level of education decision 
making to ensure that legislators, educators, and community organizations 
act in the best interest of children. Members of CHSF meet to share 
information and resources and to raise concerns that must be addressed at 
the national level.  
 
The Federation dates back to 1895, and since its inception, CHSF has 
advocated for Canadian children in their homes, their public schools and in 
their communities. 
 
The Federation only has 3 provinces still participating. The members have 
motioned to start the closing of the charity. 
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8 OFHSA Bylaw Amendments  
(see Annual Meeting Package Part A) 

 
    8.1 Association Bylaw Change #1 

  
MAY25-AM-05  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE CHANGE TO 

ASSOCIATION BYLAW ARTICLE X 1 
 
“Each association is required to establish and maintain bylaws for the 

management of its own affairs. Association bylaws are approved by 
the Federation 

 
              MMS    L. Walsh, from Port Burwell HAS  
      L. Coombs-Jackman, from Arthur Ford HSA 

CARRIED 
 

8.2 Association Bylaw Change #2 
  

MAY25-AM- 06  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE CHANGE TO 
ASSOCIATION BYLAW ARTICLE X 2 

 
“the amendment shall be submitted to the Federation board of directors for 
approval.  Amendments to association bylaws shall not become effective until 
they receive Federation approval.” 
 
              MMS    K. Laur, from J.P. Robarts HSA 
      A. Bennett, from Stoney Creek HSA 

CARRIED 
 
          8.3  Council Bylaw Change #1 

  
MAY25-AM-07  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE CHANGE TO 
COUNCIL BYLAW ARTICLE XI 
 
Home and School Councils shall provide written reports to the Federation Board 
of Directors to be presented at Board meetings. 
 
                         MMS  N. Cully, from Blenheim District HSA 
      A. Bennett, from Stoney Creek HSA 

CARRIED  
 

           8.4  Federation Bylaw Change #1 
  
MAY25-AM-08  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE REMOVAL OF 
FEDERATION BYLAW ARTICLE VII 3 iii 
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Home and School Council Representatives on the Board of Directors having 
served as the Home and School Council Executive within the previous three 
years 
              MMS    K. Laur, from J.P. Robarts HSA 
      L. Coombs-Jackman, from Arthur Ford HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

            8.5   Federation Bylaw Change #2 
  
MAY25-AM-09  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE CHANGE OF 
FEDERATION BYLAW ARTICLE X3 
 
The board of directors shall be responsible for the organization and approval of 
bylaws and charter of all new Home and School Associations and Home and 
School Councils in the province of Ontario. 
 
              MMS    K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 
      L. Coombs-Jackman, from Arthur Ford HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

9 OFHSA Expiring Action Recommendations from 2022 
(see Annual Meeting Package Part B) 

 
 

            9.1  OUTDOOR SUPERVISION POLICY STATEMENT  
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., adopt the policy that there be standardized supervision 
regulations for staff to student ratios for outdoor environments in Ontario 
schools. 
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
 
Therefore be it resolved that Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education to establish 
guidelines and standardized staff to student ratios for outdoor educational 
environments in Ontario schools. 
 
MAY25-AM-10  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR OUTDOOR SUPERVISION REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR 
ONE ADDITIONAL YEAR 
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MMS A. Bennett, from Stoney Creek HSA 
   K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 

9.2   HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY STATEMENT  
 
 

Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., adopt the policy that all precautions necessary for protecting 
the health and safety of students and staff in Ontario schools during a provincial 
state of emergency are taken.   

 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 

 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education to establish 
guidelines that ensure the protection of the health and safety of students and 
staff in Ontario schools during a provincial state of emergency  
 
MAY25-AM-11  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HEALTH AND SAFETY REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR ONE 
ADDITIONAL YEAR 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
N. Thachunk, from Parkhill West Williams HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 

9.3  TEXTBOOKS POLICY STATEMENT  
 

 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., adopt the policy that there be a standardized e-textbook 
service provider made available to all district school boards in Ontario. 
 
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education to establish 
guidelines that ensure that a standardized e-textbook service provider will be 
made available to all district school boards in Ontario. 
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MAY25-AM-12  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TEXTBOOKS REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR ONE 
ADDITIONAL YEAR 
 

MMS A. Bennett, from Stoney Creek HSA 
   K. O’Meara-Ellis, from IDCI HSA 

CARRIED 
 

9.4  MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS POLICY STATEMENT  
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., adopt the policy that Ontario schools will provide mental health 
supports to students in crisis in lieu of police School Resource Officers. 
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education and the Minister 
and Ministry of Health to increase students’ access to mental health supports.    
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #2 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education and the Ontario 
Association of Chiefs of Police to reduce the use of police School Resource 
Officers in schools. 
 
MAY25-AM-13  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS REMAIN IN EFFECT 
FOR ONE ADDITIONAL YEAR 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
   K. O’Meara-Ellis, from IDCI HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 

9.5  DRESS CODE POLICY STATEMENT 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., adopt the policy that district school boards revise their dress 
code policies to ensure gender neutrality. 
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
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Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., advocate for increased levels of gender neutrality in dress 
code policies at the provincial and district school board levels. 
 
MAY25-AM-14  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DRESS CODE REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR ONE 
ADDITIONAL YEAR 
 
 

MMS A. Bennett, from Stoney Creek HSA 
   K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 

CARRIED 
 

9.6  GENDER IDENTITY POLICY STATEMENT 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., adopt the policy that there be policies and protocols developed 
and implemented to support LGBTQ+ youth in Ontario schools. 
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education to develop and 
implement policies and protocols that support the health, safety and well-being of 
LGBTQ+ youth in Ontario schools. 
 
MAY25-AM-15  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GENDER IDENTITY REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR ONE 
ADDITIONAL YEAR 
 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
   K. Laur, from J.P. Robarts HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 

9.7  STANDARDIZED MEDIA LITERACY TRAINING POLICY 
STATEMENT   

 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., adopt the policy that media literacy training be a standardized, 
compulsory and repeated component of health and safety training and 
continuous education of all educators. 
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1  
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Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education to work in 
collaboration with school boards, educators, teacher training programs and 
experts in the field of information to develop and implement a mandatory media 
literary competence course that is regularly updated in keeping with changes in 
technology to be routinely completed by all teachers and educators. This should 
include information on cyber security, misinformation, bias, digital citizenship, 
research methods, and corporate interests of various platforms with cross-
curricular applications as well as implications for individual student health and 
safety. 
 
MAY25-AM-16  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STANDARDIZED MEDIA LITERACY TRAINING 
REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR ONE ADDITIONAL YEAR 
 

MMS A. Bennett, from Stoney Creek HSA 
K. Laur, from J.P. Robarts HSA 

CARRIED 
 

9.8  COMMUNITY RESOURCE SPENDING POLICY STATEMENT  
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., increase funding for education, mental health supports, social 
services, and other community building infrastructure so that it supersedes 
funding for police units. 
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., monitor increases in police budgets and compare these to 
education and community resource budgets.  
 
ACTION RECOMMENDATION #2  
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and School 
Associations Inc., petition the Minister and Ministry of Education, the Minister 
and Ministry of the Solicitor General, and Ontario municipalities to reject 
increased police budgets, support demilitarization, and campaign to redirect 
policing budgets into mental health supports and community programming. 
 
MAY25-AM-17  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERS APPROVE THE EXPIRING ACTION 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COMMUNITY RESOURCE SPENDING REMAIN IN 
EFFECT FOR ONE ADDITIONAL YEAR 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HAS 
L. Walsh, from Port Burwell HAS  

      CARRIED 
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10. New Policy Resolutions and Action Recommendations (part C) 
 

10.1  TEMPERATURES POLICY STATEMENT 
  
MAY25-AM-18  Therefore, be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc. adopts the policy that indoor temperatures in Ontario 
schools are maintained between 18 °C and 26 °C to safeguard the health and 
safety of students and educators. 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
N. Thachunk, from Parkhill West Williams HSA 

 
AMENDMENT 
 
MAY25-AM-19  Therefore, be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc. adopts the policy that indoor temperatures in Ontario 
schools are maintained between 18 °C and 24 °C to safeguard the health and 
safety of students and educators. 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
L. Walsh, from Port Burwell HAS  

 
 
AMENDMENT 
 
MAY25-AM-20  Therefore, be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc. adopts the policy that indoor temperatures in Ontario 
school buildings and secondary structures are maintained between 18 °C and 
24 °C to safeguard the health and safety of students and educators. 
 

  MMS   K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 
                                   K. O’Meara-Ellis, from IDCI HSA 

CARRIED 
 
TEMPERATURES ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
 
MAY25-AM-17  Therefore, be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc. petitions the Minister and Ministry of Education to: 
Collaborate with school boards, health authorities, and relevant stakeholders to 
establish and enforce guidelines that maintain indoor school buildings and 
secondary structures temperatures between 18 °C and 24 °C. 
Implement monitoring and reporting mechanisms to ensure compliance with 
these temperature guidelines across all Ontario schools. 
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Provide necessary resources and support to schools for the maintenance and 
upgrading of heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to achieve 
these standards. 
 
 

MMS R. Nizamis, from Masonville HSA 
L. Walsh, from Port Burwell HAS  

CARRIED 
 
 
  10.2 FULL-TIME SCHOOL LIBRARIANS POLICY STATEMENT 
  
MAY25-AM-21  Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc., adopt the policy that all Ontario schools should employ 
full-time, certified teacher librarians in all Ontario schools to ensure equitable 
access to library resources and to promote student success. 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
N. Thachunk, from Parkhill West Williams HSA 

 
AMENDMENT 
 
MAY25-AM-22  Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc., adopt the policy that all Ontario schools should employ 
part-time, certified teacher librarians in all Ontario schools to ensure equitable 
access to library resources and to promote student success. 
 

MMS L. Coombs-Jackman, from Arthur Ford HAS 
             K. O’Meara-Ellis, from IDCI HSA 

DEFEATED 
 
 
MAY25-AM-23  Therefore be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc., adopt the policy that all Ontario schools should employ 
full-time, certified teacher librarians in all Ontario schools to ensure equitable 
access to library resources and to promote student success. 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
N. Thachunk, from Parkhill West Williams HAS 
                                CARRIED    
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FULL-TIME SCHOOL LIBRARIANS ACTION RECOMMENDATION #1 
 
MAY25-AM-24  Therefore, be it resolved that the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations Inc. petitions the Minister and Ministry of Education to: 
Establish a mandate requiring all Ontario schools to employ full-time, certified 
teacher librarians to enhance student access to library resources and support 
academic achievement. 
Allocate dedicated funding to ensure the recruitment and retention of full-time 
teacher librarians in every school, recognizing their critical role in student 
learning and development. 
 

MMS   K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 
                                 R. Nizamis, from Masonville HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

11. FINANCE 
 

11.1 Adoption of the OFHSA audited financial statements for the year 
ended Aug. 31, 2024: 

 
 
  
MAY25-AM-25 THAT THE OFHSA AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 

THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31ST, 2024 BE ADOPTED AS 
PRESENTED. 

 
MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 

   K. Laur, from J.P. Robarts HSA 
CARRIED 

 
11.2 OFHSA Review Engagement: 

 
Members of a public benefit corporation with annual revenue of more than 
$100,000 but less than $500,000 can waive the audit requirement in respect of a 
financial year, but the corporation still needs to conduct a review engagement (a 
lesser form of financial review). (subsection 76(1) of the ONCA).   
 
 
MAY25-AM-26  THAT THE OFHSA CONDUCT A REVIEW ENGAGEMENT OF THE                                    
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR END AUGUST 31ST, 2025. 

 
MMS   K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 

                                 R. Nizamis, from Masonville HSA 
CARRIED 
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11.3   Ratification of Fees 2025-2026: 
 
 
MAY25-AM-27  THAT THE OFHSA MEMBERSHIP FEES  FOR 2025-26 BE 
APPROVED AS PRESENTED 
 

MMS J. Vander Vecht, from Mountsfield HSA 
N. Thachunk, from Parkhill West Williams HSA 

CARRIED 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
12. Nominations Board of Directors 

 
The nominations for 2025-2026 OFHSA Board of Directors ARE: 
 
Rachael Wintermute 
Ashley Billedeau 
Katharine Draper Quinn 
Allison Campbell 
Liz Kotsamanes 
Jenn Skevington 
Kim Seguin 
Kyla O’Meara-Ellis 
 
Call for nominations from the floor 
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MAY25-AM-28 THAT THE NOMINATIONS OF OFHSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
BE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED.  

   
MMS  K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 

    A. Bennett, from Stoney Creek HSA 
CARRIED 

 
 

7 New business 
 

OFHSA is hosting finance workshops May 30th in Hamilton, June 2nd in 
Chatham/online, and June 4th in London/online. Each association should send at least 
one member to one of the workshops. We’ll be going over all of the annual finances, 
submissions, and OFHSA Workspace features. 
 
 
8 Ratification of business of the Federation for the year, in accordance with the 

Corporations Act of Ontario: 
 

MAY25-AM-29 THAT THE BUSINESS OF THE FEDERATION FOR THE   
   YEAR BE RATIFIED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE    
   CORPORATIONS ACT OF ONTARIO. 
 

MMS   K. Steinburg, from Byron Northview HSA 
                                 R. Nizamis, from Masonville HSA 

CARRIED 
 

14. Adjournment 
 
MAY25-AM-30 IN THE NAME OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE ONTARIO   
   FEDERATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS,   
   INC., THE 2024 OFHSA ANNUAL MEETING BE ADJOURNED. 
 

MMS D. Giesbreecht, from Eva Circe-Cote HSA 
L. Walsh, from Port Burwell HAS  

Adjourned 12:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 


