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CONDUCTING
LOTTERIES

Raffles, penny auctions, 50/50 draws, bingos, cake raffles, or any other game that charges a fee for a
chance to win a prize, are all considered games of chance and require a lottery licence to conduct.
The Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) is responsible for charitable gaming in
Ontario, and lottery licences are issued through municipalities.

Do Home & School Associations Need Lottery Licences?
The AGCO restricts who can conduct charitable gaming. Parent groups, like Home & School

Associations, do qualify, but must apply through their municipality to receive a licence. There are
strict rules about how and when lotteries can be conducted, as well as how to handle financial
transactions for the lottery. Make sure to gather all information before planning a raffle for your

event.

Information on charitable gaming can be found on the AGCO website here, and in the Lottery
Licencing Policy Manual.

Municipality websites have information on applying for lottery licenses.

Some key points to remember:
» To advertise having a raffle or 50/50 at your event, you must have lottery license numbers on
any advertisements
o Advertisements must also include a statement that winners must be present during the draw
to claim their prizes
« A seperate lottery trust bank account must be used for all transactions
o ALL expenses for running a lottery must be paid for out of the lottery trust account (by
cheque)
o The account MUST be 2 to sign, and all expenses have to be paid by cheque
o Copies of all financial records will need to be submitted to your licencing municipaltiy
regularly
 Funds raised through lotteries can only be used for pre-approved use of proceeds stipulated by
the licencing municipality when you submit the lottery licencing eligibility review

*Lotteries are a form of gambling and participants must be at least 18 years of age.*
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